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to the universities or higher technical schools and the professional and managerial
occupations. The two systems were parallel to each other with relatively little chance
for crossing over from one to the other. The inbred separation was perpetuated by
training teachers for primary schools in institutions separate from those training
secondary school teachers. I have called this disjointedness or separatism the disease of
disjunctivitis which afflicted all major European systems in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries and was carried around the world by the Western empires in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.15
In contrast, the American system much more easily leads students from the
elementary school to the secondary school and on to the postsecondary and higher
educational institutions. No selective examinations are required for a child to pass
from the primary school to the secondary school. Primary schools are not reserved for
the working classes. Everyone is expected, even required, to go on to a secondary
school. Teachers are trained for both types of institutions in many colleges and
universities.
There are, of course, financial, regional, and social barriers that produce dif-
ferentiated drop-out patterns in rural-urban, poor-rich sectors of American society.
But, by and large, the system has not been based upon academic barriers that produce
occupational or professional dead ends which bar a primary school product from ever
attending a university because he was in turn barred from attending a secondary school
because his examination at age eleven or twelve did not entitle him to cross over.
While this general analysis has large elements of truth in it, the fact remains that
the American system has harbored a far more deadly strain of the disjunctives virus
than the European systems themselves. American disjunctivitis has been based upon
racial or ethnic discrimination rather than upon social class or academic attainment. It
has too often been overlooked as simply a minor fault in the American ideal of
universal, free education. It must now be recognized as a disease which can have fatal
consequences for the very existence of American society if not alleviated and cured.
Its consequences extend far beyond the one-tenth of the population that is black, or
the smaller racial groups made up of American Indians, or peoples that come from
East Asia and the Pacific islands.16 It infects as well the larger minority groups of
Spanish-speakers from Puerto Rico to Mexico. And in the end it is a virus that affects
equally the white majority in whose outlooks and attitudes the depredation of the
disease of racial segregation continues to fester as denials of the very ideals of equality,
freedom, and justice which America has claimed as its contribution to Western and
world civilization.
Tlie Black/White Virus
Americans, black and white alike, have made three major efforts in their history to
cure racial disjunctivitis and its symptoms of segregation and inequality in education.
15 R. Freeman Butts, 'Teacher Education and Modernization," in George Z. F. Bereday (ed.),
Essays in World Education, Oxford University Press, New York, 1969, pp. 111-123.
16The 1970 Census, in round figures, lists 178,000,000 Americans as white, 22,600,000 as black,
800,000 American Indian, 600,000 Japanese, 435,000 Chinese, 340,000 Filipino and 720,000
"other" (including Korean, Hawaiian, Aleut, Eskimo, Malayan, and Polynesian).